
JUNE 1 
Eyes Towards Heaven 

Acts 1:1-11 
Rev. Kristen Curlee 

JUNE 8 
Violent Winds and Tongues of Fire 

Acts 2:1-21 
Rev. Kristen Curlee 

JUNE 15 
FATHER’S DAY 
Commissioned 

Matthew 28:16-20  
Rev. Kristen Curlee 

JUNE 22 
Two Great Nations 

Genesis 21:8-21  
Rev. Carolyn Richar 

JUNE 29 
God Will Provide 
Genesis 22:1-18  

Rev. Kristen Curlee 

 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

10 a.m. Worship 
& Sunday School 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

4347 Arlington Blvd., Arlington, VA 22203 

EMAIL BethelUCCVa@verizon.net 

WEB www.bethelucc-va.org 

JUNE 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethel Observes Pride Month 
MARRIAGE EQUALITY DOCUMENTARY TO BE SHOWN 

 

Reflections on  

being part of  

an “open and  

affirming” church 

(see page 3) 

 

Also this month: Bethel’s annual STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

(see page 2) 



Senior Pastor 
Rev. Kristen Curlee 

pastorkristencurlee@gmail.com 
 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Carolyn Richar 

crichar@capitalhospice.org 
 

Every member of Bethel 

are the ministers 
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God is still 
speaking 

   Our vision is: 
 

To receive and share Jesus’ 

message of extravagant love 

through compassionate care 

for our community and the 

world. 

 

This vision inspires us to be a 

church of mission where we  

seek to: 
 

Know God and one another 

and open ourselves to be 

known. 
 

Be a church where people  

are comforted, encouraged, 

and challenged by God’s 

Word. 
 

Serve as God’s hands of  

mercy, affirming justice  

and peace in the world.  
 

Welcome and celebrate  

the diversity of people and 

thought, encouraging each 

individual’s relationship 

with Christ. 

 

 

Church President 
Whit Wheeler 

 
Director of Music 
Angie Stevens 

angielatte@gmail.com 
 
Interim Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Dr. H. Donald Smith 
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I’m proud to be a member of Bethel UCC. I don’t really 

know where I should begin but I am willing to try be-

cause I know Bethel and the Lord are with me now. You 

see, June 23rd will be my one-

year “rebirth day” due to the 

open and affirmative feelings I 

get from the Bethel communi-

ty. The spark that ignited the 

fire within me to accept Jesus 

as my savior came the first day 

that my partner Cheryl and I 

met with Pastor Kristen. The 

fire became a blaze when I 

started talking with the congre-

gation; I knew Bethel was “my 

place,” my true beginning of the 

journey.  

I can't remember a day of 

my life that I wasn't “different.”  

I wasn't resentful or really sad 

about it. It just was. Of course I couldn't discuss my dif-

ference with my family. Being “God fearing” people, my 

family always preached that certain "differences" like 

mine meant burning in Hell. The one good thing they 

told me was that you needed to “talk to God” about  

everything. I did. I told him everything. I waited for  

answers. Sometimes they came and sometimes they 

didn’t. It just was. I convinced myself that I didn’t need  

a church to speak to or find God. I mean, God is every-

where, right?  

Something was missing.  

It wasn't until I joined Bethel that my eyes and ears 

and heart opened for the first time. My eyes opened  

to see that no matter who you are with all your 

“differences,” you’re welcome with “great” hugs and 

support and love. My ears where opened for the first 

time to hear the conviction and love that Jesus gave for 

so many people. My heart was opened by the strength 

in numbers from the congregation and the grace of the 

Lord not to miss my second chance. Now I can truly say 

“I am a foot soldier for our Lord” with the blessings of 

“my church family” at Bethel. Thank you for having the 

patience and love to walk with someone “different.”  
____________ 

 

 

I confess I did not seek out an Open and Affirming 

church; when I first came to Bethel I didn’t even know  

it was a specific designation. But I soon came to view 

Bethel’s status as an “ONA” church to be very meaning-

ful and important. 

I already had come to sense that the United Church of 

Christ denomination proclaimed 

a far more progressive theolo-

gy and general “open-ness”—

open to a broader interpretation 

and understanding of the Bible—

than Methodism, the religious 

setting which I was brought up 

in but long lapsed from. 

Being “open and affirm-

ing”—with its message of not 

mere acceptance but total em-

brace and validation of others 

whose sexual orientation is 

simply not the prevailing one  

in society—was a clear mark of 
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Celebrating God’s Diversity of Love 
BY PASTOR KRISTEN CURLEE 

 



4   BETHEL UCC BEACON 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES  
JUNE 22 THROUGH JULY 20  
 

Imperfection: The Story of Abraham and his Children 
 

As children we celebrate in song that we are all  

children of Abraham.  “Father Abraham had many chil-

dren – I am one of them and so are you.  So let’s just 

praise the Lord.”  The scriptures from Genesis that tell 

the story of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah,  

Jacob and Esau remind us that God works through  

imperfect people and imperfect families. Join us as  

we explore miraculous faith amidst utter humanity.     

 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
 

On Sunday, June 22, we celebrate the last Sunday of 

church school before summer vacation and say “thank 

you” to our dedicated church school teachers.  During 

summer worship children six and under are welcome in 

the nursery after children’s time.  All other children are 

encouraged to stay in worship.  In order to care for all our 

children, we need one volunteer each week to help in the 

nursery.  A sign-up sheet is posted outside the church 

office.   

the church’s progressive values and open-mindedness. 

“Open and affirming,” to me, is simply a re-affirmation of 

God’s extravagant love of all his children. 

So during June, Pride Month, I take much comfort in, 

and even a certain pride in, my church as one of a grow-

ing number truly living out what it means to be Christian, 

inviting, welcoming and accepting—fully—of all. 
____________ 

 

Celebrating God’s Diversity of Love  

Dr. Lissette Alfaro (left), the physician at the Lighthouse 

Free Clinic in El Salvador, visited Bethel May 25 to give 

an update on the work of the clinic, which is supported 

by both Bethel and La Luz, the congregation that also 

uses our building.  



Invest in the Vision 
STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING 

Bethel to Host Arlington Interfaith Council This Month 
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We are seeking help to set up, provide 

light refreshments and clean up follow-

ing the AIC meeting June 16. If you  

are able to help please speak with Bill 

Graver or Judy Lipman, our Social Con-

cerns co-chairs. 



BETHEL FINANCIAL STATISTICS  
AS OF APRIL 30 

 

Year-to-Date Actual Income $51,704 

Year-to-Date Budgeted Income   $53,662 

Year-to-Date Actual Expenses $49,080 

Year-to-Date Budgeted Expenses   $53,142 

www.BethelUCC-Va.org

Left: Family and friends of 

Kim Moeller, our student 

pastor for the past year, 

joined her for her last Sun-

day at Bethel May 12  

in advance of her gradua-

tion from Wesley Seminary 

the next day. 

 

The family of Robert Woosley, including a new-

born great niece, joined Bethel members at a 

hymn sing May 17 at Mary Marshall House, 

where Robert lived at the end of his life. 

Right: Soprano Rebecca 

Henry (below) treated the 

congregation to special 

offertory music May 18. 

Guest singer Liz Dutton 

will be with us June 22. 

 

Bethel delivered 44 more boxes of cereal 

to Arlington Food Assistance Center in 

May. YEAR-TO-DATE TOTAL:  

260 BOXES! 
 

Join us for bagging at AFAC Friday, June 6. 

(See the calendar on page 6 for details.) 
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June 2014 at Bethel UCC 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

 29 30

sunday                    monday                     tuesday             wednesday                 thursday                         friday                 saturday 

10 a.m. Worship/
Communion &  
Sunday School 
 

11 a.m. Fellowship 
 

11:30 a.m. Con-
sistory (Library) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12 noon  Third 
Thursday Lunch 
(Library) 
 

 
10 a.m. Worship  
 
11 a.m. Fellowship 
 

 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
(Library) 

 
7 p.m. Bagging  
at AFAC , 2708  
S. Nelson St.  
Optional: meet for 
dinner at 6 p.m. 
(Boston Market on  
Columbia Pike) 

 
10 a.m. Worship & 
Sunday School 
 
11 a.m. Fellowship 
 
6-8 p.m. Bride-
groom documentary 
screening and  
panel discussion 

 
10 a.m. Worship & 
Sunday School 
 
11 a.m. Fellowship 

 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
(Library) 

10 a.m. Church 
Yard Sale 
 

12-4p.m. Straw-
berry Festival 
(NEW EARLIER 
TIME—come  
for lunch!) 
 
 
 

 
10 a.m. Worship & 
Sunday School 
 
11 a.m. Fellowship 

 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
(Library) 

Head Usher for June 
Jean Rentch 
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7 p.m. 8th Annual 
Northern Virginia 
Interfaith Pride 
Worship Service 
(Little River UCC, 
8410 Little River 
Turnpike, Annan-
dale) 

 
7 p.m. Arlington 
Interfaith Council 
Monthly Meeting 
(hosted at Bethel) 


