
 

DECEMBER 7 
Mary: Birthing a Promise 

Luke 1:26-38 
Rev. Carolyn Richar 

 

 

DECEMBER 14 
Joseph: Shouts...of Joy? 
Isaiah 62:1-4 & 8-11 &  

Matthew 1:18-24 
YOUTH SUNDAY 

 

 

DECEMBER 21 
Shepherds: Messengers of Hope 

Isaiah 4-:1-11 & Mark 1:1-8 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

 

Christmas Music Festival  4 p.m. 
Arlington Forest UMC 

 

Blue Christmas Service 7 p.m.  
 

 
 

DECEMBER 28 
Joint Worship/Hymn Sing  11 a.m.  
Arlington Church of the Brethren  

 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

10 a.m. Worship 
& Sunday School 

11 a.m. Fellowship 
 

4347 Arlington Blvd., Arlington, VA 22203 

EMAIL BethelUCCVa@verizon.net 

WEB www.bethelucc-va.org 

DECEMBER 2014 

 

Trim the Tree and 
Deck the Halls! 
 
BY PASTOR KRISTEN CURLEE 



Senior Pastor 
Rev. Kristen Curlee 

pastorkristencurlee@gmail.com 
 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Carolyn Richar 

crichar@capitalhospice.org 
 

Every member of Bethel 

are the ministers 
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God is still 
speaking 

   Our vision is: 
 

To receive and share Jesus’ 

message of extravagant love 

through compassionate care 

for our community and the 

world. 

 

This vision inspires us to be a 

church of mission where we  

seek to: 
 

Know God and one another 

and open ourselves to be 

known. 
 

Be a church where people  

are comforted, encouraged, 

and challenged by God’s 

Word. 
 

Serve as God’s hands of  

mercy, affirming justice  

and peace in the world.  
 

Welcome and celebrate  

the diversity of people and 

thought, encouraging each 

individual’s relationship 

with Christ. 

 

 

Church President 
Whit Wheeler 
 

Director of Music 
Angie Stevens 

angielatte@gmail.com 
 

Interim Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Dr. H. Donald Smith 
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From the Pastor  

THIS ADVENT BRINGS A 
REPLACEMENT ORGAN! 
 

Bethel is receiving a gently used organ that arrives Tuesday, Dec-

ember 2nd and be fully installed and tuned for Worship on the 7th.  

It comes to us from Vinson Hall. It is the same type of organ as our 

current one, but more than 20 year younger. Our old organ was about 

47 years old and we were expecting some expensive repairs in the 

next year to keep it functional, even as the sound quality continued  

to deteriorate. Total costs for installing the new organ are less than 

$5,000 and was a gift from the Jean Merry Memorial Fund.  



 

 

 

Living Gift Market  
Dec. 14th and 21th 

Christmas Music Festival 
Community Choir Holiday Event 
At Arlington Forest United Methodist Church 

Sunday, Dec. 21st at 4 pm. 

 Choir rehearsals are Wednesdays at 8 pm  
at Arlington Forest UMC 

ALL SINGERS INVITED! 
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Consider donating poinsettias to deco-

rate the altar. They may be given in 

memory of one passed or in honor a 

cherished friend or family member.  

The plants, your preference of red or 

white, are $10  

each. The last  

day to order is  

Dec. 14th. A sign- 

up sheet is out- 

side the office,  

or see Jean Luks. 
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For more information, see Peter Rich 



Record Amount Raised 
in 2014 CROP Walk  

DECEMBER FELLOWSHIP HOSTS 
 

Thank you to Maggie Bernard and the Mills family 

for hosting Fellowship during December. Look  

for the 2015 sign-up poster this month during 

Fellowship. 

 

UPDATE FROM JOSHUA  
 

This year, Bethel has been providing for the edu-

cation of 7-year-old Joshua, a student at Arlington 

Academy of Hope (AAH) in Uganda. AAH is a pro-

ject that began at Bethel. Our children’s offering 

each Sunday has been going to this fund as well. 

Joshua recently sent us this letter of appreciation 

and letting him know how he is doing. 
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You’re Welcome, AFAC! 
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2015 COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP SOUGHT 
 

It is that time of the year where we look to you to request your 

time and your talents in order to help Bethel continue to carry out our 

good works and ministry. Without our Consistory leadership and com-

mittees, we would not have bills paid; provide cereal, backpacks, and 

toiletries to those in need; learn about community issues through our 

movie nights; appreciate the guest musicians or our own Bethel choir 

during worship; or enjoy fellowship time with that much needed cof-

fee or tea after worship. If you ever wondered how any of these hap-

pened and want to help make sure they do, look no further!  

Perhaps you have talents you use in your everyday life that you 

would be willing to share with the congregation by being a part of 

church leadership either as a member of Consistory or chairing a 

committee.  Or perhaps you have a hidden talent that you would like 

to explore. During our February Congregational Meeting we will elect 

at least one new member to our Consistory to take over the great 

work Lisa Peterson has done as she moves out of the U.S. for her 

next job assignment. The following committees are looking for new 

leadership:  
 

 Worship and Music Committee 

 Outreach and Evangelism Committee 

 Social Concerns Committee 

 Property Committee 

 Fellowship Committee 

 Christian Education Committee 
 

Are you thinking this will take up a lot of your time? Some of  

that will depend on you and your creativity! Many of the committees 

meet quarterly in order to keep the meeting dates to a minimum. 

Your committee members will be there to help move things forward.  

If you are interested in learning more about what being on the  

Consistory or chairing a committee entails, please contact Pastor 

Kristen to learn more.  

RE-AFFIRMATION OF 
“OPEN AND AFFIRMING 
STATEMENT” 
 

Final Draft for Congregational  

Vote Dec. 7: 
 

Bethel United Church of Christ affirms 

and celebrates that we are all children 

of God, acknowledges that we all are  

in need of God's grace, and welcome 

diversity in race, ethnicity, mental and 

physical ability, age, sexual orientation, 

gender expression and identity, family 

structure, religious upbringing, and in-

terpretation of scripture.  We invite all 

to share in the full life, ministry, and 

responsibilities of our church, including:  

worship, sacraments, rites, covenants, 

fellowship, leadership, commitments, 

blessings and joys.  All are welcome as 

we follow Christ's example of uncondi-

tional love and welcome, and seek to 

serve one another in faith and love. 

 

Current Open and Affirming  

Statement:   
 

Bethel United Church of Christ affirms 

and celebrates that we are all children 

of God, acknowledges that we all are  

in need of God's grace, and welcome 

diversity in race, ethnicity, disability, 

age, sexual orientation, family struc-

ture, religious upbringing, and interpre-

tation of scripture.  We invite all to wor-

ship with us, to follow Christ's example 

of unconditional love welcome, and to 

serve one another in faith and love. 

Dec. 7 Congregational Meeting Agenda Items  

We are looking for an editor for the  

Bethel 2014 Annual Report, which  

will be put together in January. Anyone 

interested should email Whit Wheeler  

at whit.w.5918@gmail.com. 

.   
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December 2014 at Bethel UCC 

 

  1 2 3 4 5 6

 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

 28 29 30 31    

sunday                    monday                     tuesday              wednesday                thursday                         friday                 saturday 

10 a.m. Worship & 
Communion /

Sunday School 

11 a.m. Congrega-
tional Meeting & 

Potluck 

 

12 noon  Third 
Thursday Lunch 

( ) 

 

11 a.m.  Joint Wor-
ship / Hymn Sing 
(

) 

10 a.m. Worship /

Sunday School 

11 a.m. Fellowship  

& Living Gift Market 

4 p.m. Christmas  
Music Festival  

( ) 

7 p.m. Blue Christ- 

mas Service  

10 a.m. Worship /

Sunday School 

11 a.m. Fellowship 

& Living Gift Market 

 

 

 

Head Usher for Dec. 

Jean Luks 

6:45 p.m. Bible 

Study ( ) 

7 p.m. Christmas 

Eve Service 

7 p.m. Bagging  
at AFAC, 2708  
S. Nelson St.  
Optional:  meet for 
dinner at 6 p.m. 
(Boston Market on  

Columbia Pike) 

6:45 p.m. Bible 

Study ( ) 

6:45 p.m. Bible 

Study ( ) 
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