
Dear friends,
 Climate change has brought us some interesting weath-
er this year!  Weather is always changeable in spring, par-
ticularly in the mid-Atlantic, but still.  Twenty-degree swings 
up and down from day to day can get a bit old.  Some of the 
cherry trees bloomed early in the heat, and then got snowed 
on.  Thankfully, the late bloomers met their target date and 
added their beauty to the Tidal Basin.

 Every springtime is a miracle.   Once the green leaves 
and fresh grass disappear in the fall, it seems to me almost as 
if they are never coming back.  I forget the vividness I have 
rejoiced in throughout the previous spring and summer, and 
become resigned to 
bleakness and subtle 
color.  And then what 
a delight when the 
flowers and green ap-
pear all over again!  

 Easter and 
springtime are 
“earthy” times:  they 
remind us of the natu-
ral cycle of life, death 
and rebirth.  Death 
seems so final!  Seeds 
planted in darkness 
split apart, dying to 
themselves; but then 
they are changed 
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through the deep wisdom of the earth.  They rise again in 
another form, providing life and joy and sustenance.  Jesus 
died on the cross on that Friday we strangely call “good” and 
was buried in the dark earth, only to rise again because God 
would not allow sin and death to have the final word!

 Bethel, too, can be considered like a seed.  For 75 years 
it has been “planted” in this lot on Arlington Boulevard.  
Bethel, “House of God,” began with a fellowship hall; grew to 
include a sanctuary; and then expanded with an education 
wing.  The fear and hope of World War II gave way to the 
heady growth of the 50’s and 60’s.   In Bethel’s lifetime there 
has been restlessness and struggle; death and regrowth; joy 
and sorrow.   Arlington County has changed around you, and 
Bethel’s congregation has become smaller, but still you have 
shared Christ’s love with Arlington and the world.  

 Changing and growing towards the light is always 
painful—but there is much joy in the bearing of fruit.   How 
will God shape your ministry in the years to come?  Where 
and how will the fruit of Bethel continue to be food for the 
people of this area and the world?  I pray that this somber 
time of Holy Week darkness and Easter regeneration will 
inspire you to new growth and new ways of being church 
together.  

 Here is a quote from the book Earth Prayers on the 
miracle of this life cycle:

“To be of the Earth is to know 
the restlessness of being a seed 

the darkness of being planted 
the struggle toward the light 

the pain of growth into the light 
the joy of bursting and bearing fruit 

the love of being food for someone 
the scattering of your seeds 

the decay of the seasons 
the mystery of death and 

the miracle of birth.”  
-- John Soos

Yours in Christ’s love,
Patricia+
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UPCOMING DATES FOR 
BETHEL’S TRANSITION

 At the last Consistory, we scheduled a lot of dates 
on Bethel’s Calendar over the next few months because 
things are moving along!  Although Wesley Housing De-
velopment will not begin building on the old Red Cross 
parking lot until 2019 at the earliest, Bethel still needs to 
make its decision whether to stay and build/find parking 
or move in with Arlington Church of the Brethren very 
soon, to allow time to prepare for and perform those op-
tions.
 Stanley Martin Homes will begin construction 
earlier than that on the small portion of the develop-
ment that will be market-rate town homes.  Evidently 
it is easier to get approval from Arlington County for 
market-rate development, so that is why they expect to 
start earlier.  Although it is possible that we may be able 
to continue parking during construction of the town-
homes, that is still unknown.  We will keep you posted as 
soon as we hear more about how the permitting process 
is going and when zoning and other hearings will take 
place so that you can attend if you like.  
 I know this is painful for all of you—I pray that 
you can let the Lord lead you to decide in a way that 
will best allow Bethel to continue its ministry and grow, 
not die.  Here is a Thomas Merton prayer you may want 
to use.  I often use it with confirmands, who are facing 
transformation of a different kind: 

“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do 
not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain 
where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the 
fact that I think that I am following your will does not 
mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the 
desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope 
I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I 
will never do anything apart from that desire. And I 
know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, 
though I may know nothing about it. Therefore will I 
trust you always, though I may seem to be lost and in 
the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils 
alone.” Amen.

MAY 7

11:30 am, Informational Meeting/
Discussion of covenanting with 
Arlington COB to share space.

MAY 21 

11:30 am, Consistory

JUNE 4

10 am, Pentecost and Patricia’s 
last Sunday

JUNE 5

10 am, Designated Pastor Anne 
Holmes begins at Bethel.

JUNE 10

Strawberry Festival (yard sale 
held another day)

JUNE 11

10 am, Pastor Anne’s first Sunday
  

JUNE 11

11:30 am Informational Meeting/
Discussion of parking construc-
tion.

JUNE 18
  
11:30 am, Consistory

JUNE 25

11:30 am, Congregational Pot-
luck, Bethel Historic Display and 
Congregational Meeting to vote on 
which option to choose.
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A r l i n g t o n  Fo o d 
A s s i s t a n c e  C e n t e r 

R e m i n d e r s
 Don’t forget to put a box or two of 
cereal in your cart while grocery shopping.  
We have pledged 500 boxes for 2017, one 
hundred less than last year.  We need to 
pick up the pace to achieve our goal.

Have you considered joining Bethel at 
AFAC packing? We enjoy eating together 
before packing food at AFAC.  
Join us at Boston Chicken!  Next date is 
Friday, April 7. 

O n e  G r e a t  H o u r 
o f  S h a r i n g

 One Great Hour of Sharing is an ecu-
menical offering that makes the love of Christ 
real for individuals and communities around 
the world who suffer the effects of disaster, 
conflict, or severe economic hardship; and for 
those who serve them through gifts of money 
and time. Today, projects are underway in 
more than 100 countries, including the United 
States and Canada. In the 1990s, receipts have 
exceeded $20 million annually. While specific 
allocations differ in each denomination, all 
use their One Great Hour of Sharing funds 
to make possible disaster relief, refugee as-
sistance, development aid and more.  Please 
consider donating.

  Please consider making a financial donation to Shaw Community Center’s 
scholarships  for college students. Our goal is $20,000 to support 20 $1,000 scholar-
ships for students from inner city Washington.  Your gift, no matter the size, will have a 
direct impact on these young people, most who are the first in their family to go to col-
lege.  Make your check payable to “Shaw Community Center,” designate you’d like it to 
go to scholarships, and send it to Shaw Community Center, 1701 11th Street, NW, Wash-
ington, DC 20001.  Or donate online at shawministry.org and click on “Donate.” Any 
questions, contact Melissa Herman, Shaw Scholarship Chair at hermanml@aol.com or 
301-897-5609.
Since 1991, Shaw Community Center, formerly know as the Shaw Community Ministry 
of the Potomac Association, United Church of Christ, has operated as a 501 (c) 3 organi-
zation devoted to further enhancing the lives of children, youth, and adults in the Shaw 
area of Washington, DC.  

S h a w  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r : 
S u p p o r t  a  C o l l e g e  S t u d e n t

We have been studying about the Exodus.  
Moses finds water with his staff 

for the Israelites in the wilderness.
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ONLINE 

GIVING
Online giving allows mem-
bers and friends the option 
of keeping up with those 
pledges and giving regularly 
even if you cannot make it 
to church every Sunday.  
     As you click through you 
will enter a secure portal 
where you can give on a 
regular basis or for special 
collections. You will enter 
checking account informa-
tion and your account will 
be debited for the amount 
and at the frequency you 
specify.  
     It is easy to use, so give 
it a try! Click through from 
the green button on the 
homepage or use this case-
sensitive url:

bit.ly/BUCCdonor 

AN UPDATE FROM 
THABO NTSHAKALA 

IN THE ARMY
 I’ve been doing fine, adapting and learning a lot of 
new things. I’m sorry, I don’t think I’ve updated you since 
I left. I finished basic training on December 16th, and I 
was able to fly out and see my parents for the holidays.
 I’ve been at my AIT (advanced individual training) 
unit since January 2nd, and it doesn’t look like I’ll be out 
of here until at least August. So far I’m just learning a lot 
of the foundational things: basic electrical circuits, signal 
flow, the type of equipment I’ll be using, etc. Hopefully 
soon I’ll find out where I’m headed after this and whether 
I’ll be going into a tactical or strategic position.
 Hope all is well at the church! Let me know how 
things are going and tell everything I said hi! I wish every-
one the best!

-Thabo

We have been studying about the Exodus.  
Moses finds water with his staff 

for the Israelites in the wilderness.
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER AT BETHEL UCC 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 13, 7 pm  

  We will join Arlington Church of the Brethren in their Fellowship Hall for their 
annual Love Feast, an event that includes a simple meal, optional hand or foot washing, and 
Communion with juice and a special Love Feast shortbread.  Children are welcome to par-
ticipate; nursery is available for the little ones.  E-mail Patricia if you would like to come—
we need a count for the meal and the nursery.

GOOD FRIDAY, April 14, 7 pm 

  A simple service of Tenabrae (Shadows) and music at Bethel.  Ruth Bedell will 
play organ for us and bring a soloist.

EASTER SUNDAY, April 16, 10 am

  We will celebrate Communion.  Voices of Bethel will sing.  Easter Egg hunt will 
take place during Fellowship Time.  If you have an Easter basket for your child already, 
please bring it.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, April 23, 10 am

  Joint ecumenical service at Bethel.  Community Choir will sing.
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In case you missed this update from the e-mail...

Dear members and friends of Bethel United Church of Christ,

  As chair of the Senior Pastor Search Committee, I am pleased to announce the 
selection of our full time designated Senior Pastor, the Rev. Anne E. Holmes.  A desig-
nated pastor is one called for a designated time period and for a defined purpose.  Our 
committee had originally organized to conduct a search for a settled senior pastor, but, 
when the parking issue arose, we worked with the Potomac Association and the Central 
Atlantic Conference to decide that a designated pastor best fit Bethel’s circumstances.  The 
designated pastor search-and-call procedures differ from those for a settled pastor.  Under 
the designated pastor procedures, we submitted an abbreviated church profile to the As-
sociation and Conference, and they responded by providing Anne as the candidate to fill 
the designated Senior Pastor position.  The Association had previously sent Anne to us to 
advise during the committee’s search for a settled pastor, so we were familiar with her.  We 
interviewed Anne and came to the unanimous conclusion that she has the skills, experi-
ence, and enthusiasm to serve Bethel during this period of transition.  Anne has a strong 
understanding of our situation and is committed to helping us make these hard decisions 
and helping us follow through on them.

  We want to thank Rev. Patricia for her patience and her guidance to our com-
mittee, especially as we changed plans and expectations.  

  Rev. Anne’s first Sunday in the pulpit will be June 11. Rev. Patricia’s last Sunday 
will be June 4.  Rev. Anne will begin office hours on Monday June 5.

Yours in Christ,
Peter A. Rich, Chair

Jean Luks
Janna Lipman

Kristen Wheeler
Sam Le

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e 
S e a r c h  C o m m i t t e e
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sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

           April 2017

Worship, 10 am

Fellowship, 11 am

Joint Worship, 
10 am

Fellowship, 
11 am

Consistory,
11:30 am

Worship, 10 am

Fellowship, 11 am

Love Feast, 7 pm 
ACOB

Bible Study, 7 pm

Bible Study,
CANCELLED

CIS International
Dinner, FH, 
5 - 6:30 pm

Bible Study, 
7:30 pm
*Note New Time

Good Friday, 7 pm 
Bethel

La Luz, FH,
9 am - 3 pm

Joint Worship, 
10 am

Fellowship, 
11 am

Jason’s 
Ordination, 3 pm,
Little River

Radio Club,
7 pm


