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JULY/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2017

worship
23

JULY
Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

30

JULY
Genesis 29:15-28
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b, Psalm 128
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

6

AUGUST
Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 17:1-7, 15
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

13

AUGUST
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33
10 am Worship
11 am Fellowship
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BY REV. ANNE E. HOLMES

Dear Friends,
It is a little over a month since I came on staff at Bethel UCC
as your Designated Minister. I have enjoyed and appreciated
every minute during that time. You are a very open and loving church and I have enjoyed getting to know you.
During this time, you have voted to “leave the building”
because of the parking issues and I was gone a week at the
United Church of Christ General Synod 2017. Pastor Carolyn
will be sending an email in the next couple of weeks in which
she will talk about the vote and parking.
We are now in “Ordinary Time” which according to the UCC
is the longest season of the liturgical year and is a continuation of the “Time of the Church” that began on the Sunday
after Epiphany. It explores the mission of the church and uses
the color of Green, symbolizing growth. During this season,
the Lectionary offers two
options for readings from
Hebrew Scripture: the first,
topical option selects readings thematically related
to the Epistle or Gospel
texts. The second, sequential option reads through
an entire book of Hebrew
Scripture in sequence.
Beginning with this Beacon
we will be going from once
a month to once every two
months publication. We
will continue to have the
calendar and articles from
Carolyn and me.
I am including the first part
of my July 9 Sermon in
which I talk about General
Synod 2017.
(continued on page 2)

20

AUGUST
Genesis 45:1-15
Psalm 133
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:10-20, 21-28

27

AUGUST
Exodus 1:8-2:10
Psalm 124
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

3

SEPTEMBER
Exodus 3:1-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

all

members of Bethel
are the ministers

staff &
leadership
Rev. Anne E. Holmes,
Designated Senior Minister
aeholmes416@verizon.net
Rev. Carolyn Richar
Associate Pastor
crichar@capitalhospice.org
Art Lipman
Church President
artlipman@comcast.net
Vivian Pham
Interim Church Musician
vivian.phamm@gmail.com
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From the Pastor CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

There is a river whose streams make
glad the city of God, the holy place
where the most high dwells. Psalm 46:4

“This was the theme for General Synod 2017 where Linda
and I and several hundred others spent last week. The water
theme for this year’s Synod was an illusion to baptism and
the hope that it would give the participants a chance to reexperience discipleship in expanded ways– according to Rev
Sue Artt moderator of the Synod. Water is a universal agent
of healing cleansing and renewal. It is essential for life and
it was hoped the Synod 2017 would be a renewal of how we
embrace the future for the church and also the shared culture
of the church.
As I reflected on how to bring the theme of GS 2017 as well
as the feelings that accompany being in such a large gathering of the church back to Bethel – I was a bit stymied. Linda
and I were co-chairs of a committee and therefore busy during synod. We had less time to gather with others as we were
busy keeping volunteers in the right places to help those
participating in the gatherings.
It takes many volunteers to keep things going at a Synod. We
had 300 mostly from the Central Atlantic Conference that
had to be directed in order to keep things running smoothly.
Each volunteer was given a Sangria colored shirt which was
kind of a dark hot pink and could be seen from a distance.
Color was another theme of this year’s volunteers – the chairs
of committees had bright blue shirts and all volunteers had
lime green name tags --- you couldn’t miss us so it was easy
for folks to find help when needed.
We had volunteers whose job it was to direct people where
they needed to go, volunteers taking care of children, volunteers helping other volunteers find out their job. This year we
had a phone app for the program rather than paper. So we
had volunteers called App-bassadors who helped folks download the app to their phones and showed them how to use it.
In the exhibition hall were volunteers serving the Central
Atlantic Association booths – these booths were filled with
info about the CAC and its associations so that visitors could
learn who we are. Also in the exhibition hall were booths
about the various ministries of the UCC, military chaplains
as well as bookstores, clergy stole stores and a food court
(run by the convention center) which one could buy incredibly overpriced food. There were booths of UCC Faith Community Nurses, Information about children in Palestine, an
organization called Coming to the Table about Taking America Beyond the Legacy of Enslavement, Information about
Uplands Village a place to retire, UCC for mental health
WISE was represented – Welcoming Inclusive Supportive
(continued on page 3)

Engaged, Justice and Witness ministries, Racial Justice ministries, Just Peace churches, the Economic Justice Movement.
There were booths representing the council for American
Indian Ministry, United Black Christians, the Samoans, the
Cornerstone fund, the pension board – just to name some.
There were booths to donate money and items to local charities.
Of course, Starbucks was represented in the convention center and those lines could be really really long.
The work of the Synod was done by Delegates from each
Conference – in plenary sessions. There were several resolutions which were passed by the Delegates. And there was a
worship service each day.
All in all it was a fun albeit exhausting time.
I am glad to be back and ready to work. Are you ready to
explore what it means to be a Christian in the 21stCentury
or how to strengthen your sense of discipleship? Would you
like to understand “the cost and joy of discipleship according to Dietrich Bonhoeffer? Contact me and let me know
what is on your mind and heart and how I can help with your
growth as a Christian. Better yet, come to church and bring
your friends and family. When you are not here you are
missed!
Blessings in the days and weeks to come.
Anne

NEW UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST VISION, MISSION AND PURPOSE STATEMENTS

From the Pastor CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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The UCC purpose statement comes from the
Gospel of Matthew:

To love God with
all our heart,
mind, soul, and
strength and our
neighbor as ourselves.

Mission statement:

United in Spirit
and inspired by
God’s grace, we
welcome all, love
all, and seek justice for all.

And the vision:

United in Christ’s
love, a just world
for all.
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Following the Moving Spirit of God

Abram and Sarai moved along
with Abram’s father and other
family members from Ur to
Haran. Then Abram and Sarai
moved from Haran to Canaan.
Abraham’s son Isaac moved
from Canaan to Gerar due to a
famine in Canaan. Isaac’s son,
Jacob, had to flee from the Gerar back to Haran to live with
family there due to conflict
with his brother Esau. Jacob’s
son, Joseph was sold into slavery and sent to Egypt to grow
into an adult of great power
who eventually welcomed his
family to live with him in Egypt
– all this moves just part of the
book of Genesis. The spirit of
God is said to be constantly
moving – and moving God’s
people both symbolically and
physically.
The congregation of Bethel
UCC has felt the Spirit of God
moving in our midst over the
last many decades as we experienced the changes in and
around us. We experienced the
moving in and out of pastors,
the changing demographics
of the neighborhood around
us and the movement of faith
within our community to the
still-speaking God. And now
the congregation of Bethel
UCC has responded to the
moving Spirit of God by voting to move from our facility to
share in our Christian life and
facility use with our Christian
brothers and sisters at the Arlington Church of the Brethren.
With a 2/3’s+ majority vote at
the July congregational meeting, Bethel has responded to
the moving Spirit of God with
the decision to move. This vote
came a year after our congregation voted at our 2016 summer
meeting to explore the option
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of finding new parking options
to enable us to continue to use
our current facility and to explore the option of moving the
site of our worship and activities to a different facility.
Last summer, a committee of
Bethel members began meeting on the option of moving
to a different facility. Outreach was made specifically to
two local congregations with
whom over the past several
years Bethel had already been
worshipping and having joint
activities - Arlington Forest United Methodist Church
(AFUMC) and Arlington
Church of the Brethren
(ACOB). AFUMC indicated
the timing was not right for
them to consider this possibility due to new pastoral
leadership and their facility
was already in full use with no
availability for Bethel to use
their facility. ACOB indicated
they were open to discussion
and so we started meetings
in November that occurred
monthly to discuss possibilities.
Our monthly meetings grew
in the number of people participating from 4 Bethel members – Jean Luks, Judy Norton,
Pat Barth and Carolyn Richar
- and 5 ACOB members including their pastor, Nancy
Fitzgerald – to being open
meetings for anyone from
Bethel and ACOB. We also
held congregational listening
sessions to encourage all at
both congregations to share
ideas and concerns about the
possibility of our congregations sharing the ACOB facility – and we had Soup Suppers
at each church to learn more
about the history and theolog-

ical traditions of our respective
denominations.
ACOB’s governing body held
a non-binding discussion in
April where all present agreed
by consensus that they were
in favor of working toward a
covenantal relationship with
Bethel that would include the
sharing of the ACOB facility
for worship, Christian education, community service and
evangelical outreach. The document outlining a draft covenantal relationship was shared
with all members of Bethel
UCC at our two discussion
sessions in May and June, via
email with the announcement
of the summer congregational
meeting and at the summer
congregational meeting.
We had a rich emotional and
spirited-led discussion at our
July Congregational Meeting regarding Bethel’s future
and the direction in which
we felt the Spirit of God was
calling us. In the tradition
of our ancestors of faith, the
congregation voted to follow
the moving Spirit of God away
from what has been a wonderful home for us for 75+ years
toward a new home that represents what we hope is a deeper
and fuller expression of faith.
We await the vote of the ACOB
congregation at their July 30th
congregational meeting where
they will make the formal
decision on Bethel’s request to
have a covenantal relationship
with them that will include the
sharing of their facility space
along with joint Christian education, joint community service, and some shared worship
services.
With the prayers and faith that
the Arlington Church of the
(continued on page 5)

Following the Moving Spirit CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Brethren will vote to open their doors and hearts to Bethel’s congregation to share their facility and develop our relationship in
Christian faith, Bethel would like to now form a transition committee that will work with a similar group from ACOB to work
on the “details” of such a relationship - which are numerous!
We also want to take time to acknowledge both the grief and
hope present in this transition. We will need time to give thanks
for the beautiful building we have used for so many decades and
to say goodbye to this building. We will need to decide what to
bring along with us and what to leave behind. We will need time
to allow our tears to fall for leaving is never easy. We also will
have the challenge of focusing on the hope of what may be – that
two congregations who have worked individually from decades
will now work together - still separate congregations – but together to create a Christian community at the ACOB facility that
can better serve both our own members but more importantly
our community.
Your prayers, your ideas and your time will be needed as we
move ahead in this process. Please talk with Pastor Anne
Holmes and President Art Lipman about your ideas and your
willingness to serve in this process. Let us together follow the
moving Spirit of God!
Pastor Carolyn

BETHEL NEWS + NOTES
Bethel Helpers wanted Ushers/Alter guild workers

to set up sanctuary for worship, hand out bulletins, greet visitors, prepare Communion and clean up.

Backpacks Bethel will be collecting backpacks and

back to school supplies for children in the Bethel Neighborhood in July and early August. More information coming.

Save the Date The Asset Management Team is pro-

ONLINE

GIVING
Online giving allows members and friends the option
of keeping up with those
pledges and giving regularly
even if you cannot make it
to church every Sunday.
As you click through you
will enter a secure portal
where you can give on a
regular basis or for special
collections. You will enter
checking account information and your account will
be debited for the amount
and at the frequency you
specify.
It is easy to use, so give
it a try! Click through from
the green button on the
homepage or use this casesensitive url:

bit.ly/BUCCdonor

posing a yard/attic sale on Saturday September 9.
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New endowment
launched at Synod to
strengthen future ministry
July 04, 2017
To strengthen the United
Church of Christ’s ability to pursue its vision of
a just world for all, the
denomination is launching
the public phase of a campaign that will support the
diverse and life-changing
work of the church.
General Synod endorses
actions to serve adult survivors of child abuse and
neglect
July 04, 2017
Noting that the Creator
“implores us” to “open
our mouths, judge righteously and defend the
rights of the afflicted and
needy,” the United Church
of Christ’s General Synod
2017 called on the various
settings of the church to
publicly address “the healing needs of adult survivors of child abuse.”
Synod delegates reshape
UCC leadership with
constitution and bylaws
changes
July 04, 2017
After two lengthy years of
conversation, deliberation
and collaboration, delegates
to General Synod 2017
approved a set of changes
to the United Church of
Christ’s Constitution and
Bylaws that will reshape the
leadership of the church.
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GENERAL SYNOD NEWS
Following are some of the highlights of General Synod 2017.
To see in depth google, ucc synod 2017 resolutions.

Delegates Approve Economic Justice Resolution
and $15 Minimum Wage
July 04, 2017
Delegates to the United
Church of Christ’s General
Synod 2017 voted in favor
of a resolution advocating
for economic justice, including calling for churches to support legislation
that raises the minimum
wages to $15 per hour.
Youth voices lead the way
on gun violence resolution
July 04, 2017
Guided in large part by the
voices of youth, General
Synod 2017 enthusiastically passed a resolution of
witness Monday urging the
recognition of gun violence
as a public health emergency deserving of federal
funding for scientific research.
Declaring the Earth is the
Lord’s, UCC calls for environmental imperatives
for a new moral era
July 04, 2017
A resolution and a rallying
call, calling on all members of the United Church
of Christ, clergy and congregants, to combat the
climate crisis from the
pulpit and in the public
square.

Synod ASL Interpreters
Help Deaf Delegates and
Guests
July 04, 2017
There are more than 730
delegates to General Synod
2017. They are the voting
representatives of the governing body of the denomination, and they listen to
reports, resolutions, sermons, Speak Outs from
other delegates, and even
presentations from youth
at Synod. But two people
in the Plenary Hall have
worked as a team to listen
to every single spoken word
of the five-day gathering.

Synod youth discuss race
and equality issues
July 03, 2017
The Rev. Marvin Silver
describes two worlds in the
United States, worlds divided by issues of race and
inequality.
Synod votes to support Palestinian children in Israeli
military detention
July 03, 2017
The General Synod of the
United Church of Christ is
calling for an end to what
is being described as “traumatic” practices by Israeli
military against Palestinian
children.

United Church of Christ
emphatically affirmed an
Immigrant Welcoming
Church
July 03, 2017
Underscoring the love
of neighbor, with several
speakers proclaiming that
no human is illegal, delegates to General Synod
2017 overwhelmingly declared itself an Immigrant
Welcoming Denomination
and called on all settings
of the United Church of
Christ to do the same.

UCC marchers demand
immigration justice
July 03, 2017
In its first action as an
Immigrant Welcoming Church, the United
Church of Christ marched
with the family and
friends of an Annapolis,
Md., artist and grandfather, seized outside his
home on his way to work
and detained the past
three months by U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agents.

Aaron Mair: I am here
because you connected the
dots
July 03, 2017
A 30-year-old report by
the UCC Commission
for Racial Justice, “Toxic
Wastes and Race in the
United States,” “lit the fuse
for environmental change”
when it focused national attention on the link between
communities of color and
the location of hazardous
waste sites, according to
Aaron Mair, the first black

Medical aid in dying fails
to win approval of Synod
delegates by just a few
votes
July 03, 2017
The “Resolution of Witness
in Support of Legislation
Authorizing Medical Aid in
Dying” narrowly failed to
achieve the required support of two-thirds of the
737 delegates, and was not
adopted by General Synod
2017.

William Barber: ‘We must
claim the deep moral language of faith’
July 02, 2017
A new wind—a gale, a
typhoon, a wail—roared
into the Convention Center
Saturday night in the form
of the Rev. William J. Barber, who called for a latterday Pentecost to shape the
demand for a moral imperative in America today.

Synod community worship embraces ‘this is who
we are’
July 02, 2017
A patchwork quilt of the
human condition took
shape on the back wall of
the Baltimore Convention
Center Sunday afternoon as
seven speakers joined the
Rev. John Dorhauer, general minister and president of
the UCC, to celebrate community worship at General
Synod 2017.

Moving from talk to action
on divestment
July 03, 2017
As she listened to an update Sunday on a resolution
passed four years ago urging
all settings of the church to
divest from fossil fuel companies, Laura Keating texted
her pastor, asking if their
church had divested.
Love for planet earth
sprouting up on church
lawns
July 03, 2017
The UCC General Synod
has just overwhelmingly
approved the resolution on
climate calling on clergy and
congregations across the
denomination to take action
to protect the environment,
and churches are lining up
to stand behind it publicly.
Traci Blackmon elected
overwhelmingly to lead
UCC’s justice ministry
July 02, 2017
The “acting” tag is off. And
in overwhelming fashion.
Cuba clergy share stories, bring hope of better
relations with their U.S.
neighbors
July 02, 2017
The Revs. Elmer and Gisela
Lavistida of Santiago, Cuba
have been in the United
States for 10 days, talking
to the people of the United
Church of Christ about
fostering a stronger relationship between our two
countries.
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Synod volunteers: Holding it together with a
greeting and a smile
July 02, 2017
Attired in pink shirts
adorned with the swirling
wave and the theme words,
“Make Glad!”, the Central
Atlantic Conference’s 370
volunteers have greeted
arriving General Synod
2017’s visitors, directed
them around the sprawling Baltimore Convention
Center, supported working committees, and even
struggled to offer an alternative to the Synod tradition of endless cookies.
A learning experience on
the streets of Baltimore
July 02, 2017
Every day as Helen Bodell
goes to and from work as
a chaplain at a Providence,
R.I., hospital, she comes
in contact with homeless
people. She’s never sure
how to act or what to say.
Words of welcome matter
July 01, 2017
As General Synod 2017
discusses best ways to
show love of neighbor,
questions about terminology come up.
Lead By Example: HIV
Testing at Synod
July 01, 2017
Clergy, delegates, visitors, and guests of General
Synod 2017 are invited to
“Lead by Example” by volunteering for HIV testing.
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Racism as a factor in
health care disparities:
We need to move people
‘away from the cliff ’
July 02, 2017
Dr. Camara Phyllis Jones
connected racism and the
disparities in access to
health care before a full
house at the Valerie Russell
lecture Saturday afternoon.

A conversation with Glennon Doyle
July 02, 2017
“People don’t want shiny
any more,” bestselling author Glennon Doyle told
General Synod 2017 in Baltimore Saturday morning.
“They don’t need perfect;
they don’t even need good.
They just want real.”

UCC Honors Standing
Rock Youth Water Protectors
July 02, 2017
The United Church of
Christ presented the inaugural Movement Makers
Award to the youth of the
Standing Rock Water Protectors on Saturday, July 1,
to a standing ovation from
the entire house.

Late Conference Leader
Honored at General Synod
July 01, 2017
Rev. Carolyn Roberts, wife
of the late Rev. John Deckenback, looked over the
large hall at the Baltimore
Convention Center and
announced the words she
believed her late husband
would have said to the
delegates and visitors to the
31st General Synod of the
United Church of Christ.

Dorhauer outlines new
framework for pursuing
love and justice as a unified church
July 01, 2017
Calling the United Church
of Christ “one of the best
kept secrets out there” and
praising the work of local
churches living into the call
to build a just world for all,
the Rev. John Dorhauer,
UCC general minister
and president, outlined
the denomination’s shared
purpose, mission and vision statements for General Synod delegates on
Saturday morning, and
previewed a common missional initiative called the
“Three Great Loves.”

Blackmon to General
Synod: Call to justice ‘belongs to us all’
July 01, 2017
The call to act justly is a
call for all.
Committee merges General Synod resolutions on
Pattern of Giving
July 01, 2017
Rather than bring two
similar resolutions to the
floor that would sunset the
current “Pattern of Giving” in the United Church
of Christ, a General Synod
committee combined them
and will send a single
proposal to the floor of the
deliberative body.

July 23 - August - September 9 2017
sunday

monday

23

Worship, 10 am

tuesday

wednesday

thursday

friday

saturday

24

25

26

27

28

31

1

2

3

4

29

Anne returns

Fellowship, 11 am
Anne away
thru 7/29

30
Worship + Hymn
Sing, 10 am

Packing for AFAC,
6 pm for dinner
7 pm for packing

Fellowship, 11 am

6

5

7

8

9

10

11

12

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

31

1

2

4

5

6

7

8

Community
Worship, 10 am,
at ACOB

13
Community
Worship, 10 am,
at AFUMC

20
Community
Worship, 10 am,
at BUCC
Consistory, noon

27
Community
Worship, 10 am,
at Lubber Run
Pot luck, 11 am

3

Worship, +
Father’s Day 10
am

Yard Sale

9

Fellowship, 11 am
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